
GREEK ISLES 
ATHENS ROUNDTRIP 

The islands of Greece are simply divine. No matter how many times you have been, 
Greece never quite quenches your insatiable lust for its storied shores, blissful beaches 
and glorious food. Travel on this Athens – Athens cruise for some of the country’s best 
spots: Souda Bay in Crete, Santorini’s blue domes, Rhodes, Patmos and Mykonos. A day 
in Turkey’s Kusadasi is ideal to stroll the ancient city of Ephesus. 

 

DATE: 2023 - JUN 25 | JUL 17 | 
 SEP 10* | OCT 11 

 
DURATION: 8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS 

*10 DAYS/9 NIGHTS 
 

ROUNDTRIP: ATHENS, GREECE 
(Piraeus) 

 
SHIP: Silver Spirit 

 
FROM: $5,500 

All Inclusive - Contact us for current rates 



ITINERARY 
Plan to arrive in Athens at least one day early to 
avoid problems related to international air travel. 

 
DAY 1 – ATHENS, GREECE – EMBARKATION IN PIRAEUS 
A city of legend, civilization and enduring culture, Athens 
is a majestic and magical urban sprawl. Extraordinary el-
egance and grace combine with grit and graft in Greece's 
capital, where highways encase ruins from antiquity, and 
gleaming museums and galleries stand beside concrete 
sprayed with edgy street art. These contrasts enhance 
and elevate the wonders of this 2,500-year-old city, how-
ever, which can count notable contributions to philoso-
phy, drama and democracy, among its global legacy. Pi-
raeus' giant port and naval base welcome you to the 
edge of the Athens' urban area. From there it's a simple 
jaunt to the center. The majestic ancient citadel of the 
Acropolis dominates an elevated platform and is a con-
stant presence as you explore the city. The wonderful re-
mains of the columned temple of the Parthenon - which 
date back to the 5th century BC - stand here, represent-
ing the pinnacle of classical architecture. 
 
DAY 2 – CRETE - SOUDA BAY OR AGIOS NIKOLAOS 
Welcome to Crete, Greece’s largest island, and explore 
the sun-soaked charms of this fascinating land of leg-
ends, landscapes and luxuries. Packed with beautiful 
beaches and rich maritime history, enjoy the treasures of 
Crete’s many well-stocked museums, rich archaeological 
sites, and charming Venetian fishing towns. Soak up 
some Mediterranean sunshine by heading straight to 
one of the luxurious white sand beaches - where you can 
recline to a soundtrack of fizzing waves and dine with 
sparkling sea views stretching out before you. Explore ol-
ive groves producing golden oil, and savor the deep, 
fruity flavors. The island's renowned wineries, also invite 
you to sample lovingly crafted Vilana grape wines.  
 
 
 

DAY 3 – SANTORINI, GREECE 
Breathlessly romantic, and incredibly scenic, the azure 
domes and whitewash buildings that cascade down San-
torini's slopes are prime honeymoon material - and re-
lentlessly romantic. A true gem of the Cycladic island 
group, Santorini is startlingly pretty, and its white wind-
mills and dazzling villages are incredibly easy on the eye. 
Envy-inducing and evocatively beautiful, Santorini's sun-
sets are legendary, and the island is a highlight of any 
voyage to the Greek islands. Look out over the endless 
expanse of blue waves, filling the massive volcanic cal-
dera of Santorini – and absorb one of the most spectac-
ular views in the world. The sheer rock shoulders of the 
caldera create an immense, natural amphitheater - so 
enjoy the show, as you sip a local, volcanic-mineral en-
hanced white wine, and fall in love all over again. Any 
meal is well rounded off with the famous wine, Vinsanto.  
 
DAY 4 – RHODES, GREECE 
With an endless sun-soaked season, earthy history and 
vibrant culture, the island of Rhodes has it all. At the 
crossroads between continents, and sandwiched be-
tween Crete and Turkey’s coastline, Rhodes has swayed 
between many mighty civilizations throughout its tumul-
tuous history. Part of the Dodecanese Islands, which are 
sprinkled across the blissfully blue Aegean Sea, dive into 
this island of dazzling beaches, historic medieval towns, 
and whitewash villages. Crusted with turrets and walls, 
alluding to its strategic significance over the years. In-
credible history has been left behind, and the cobbled 
streets of the UNESCO World Heritage site listed Old 
Town are some of Europe’s best. Wander back through 
time, with occasional minarets from Ottoman-era 
mosques rising from the tangle of Medieval history, and 
the smells of cinnamon, cumin and pepper lingering 
above stone-paved streets. Discover inviting outdoor 
restaurants, which spill across flower-filled courtyards, 
and enjoy fresh Greek cuisine with an eastern influence. 

 
 



DAY 5 – KUSADASI, TURKEY 
Explore the towering columns, and storied remains of 
Ephesus - one of the most spectacular cities left by the 
Ancient Greeks. Kusadasi welcomes you to the Turkish 
coastline and is your base for exploring these majestic re-
mains, which sit just 10 miles inland from the port. The 
Ephesus UNESCO World Heritage Site is a true archaeo-
logical gold mine, and an amazingly well-preserved site - 
once home to 150,000 people. The grand Temple of Ar-
temis rose up majestically here and was recognized as 
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World before 
its untimely destruction. The grand city was a fitting lo-
cation for such a wonder, and with a mere 20% estimated 
to have been uncovered, the scale and majesty of Ephe-
sus is hard to fully comprehend, as you walk its ancient 
streets. Visit the precious Library of Celsus - a gorgeous, 
double-layered façade of columns and artistry - and en-
joy the city's gently illuminated, atmospheric venues - 
which still host stirring evening concerts. Ephesus's mu-
seum adds context to the 25,000 treasures that are ex-
hibited within.  

 
DAY 6 – PATMOS, GREECE 
The seahorse-shaped Patmos is a Greek island of stun-
ning seascapes and immense cultural significance. Rising 
from the Aegean Sea, Christians embark on pilgrimages 
here from all across the world, seeking out the small 
hillside cave, said to be the location where St. John 
penned the Book of Revelations, in AD 95. Whether 
you’re religious or not, there is something of the divine 
in this gorgeous island - a place of sanctuary fringed by 
crystal-clear waters and blissful beaches. Sleepy, white-
wash towns gleam in the strong sunshine, while cats slink 
between the crumbling walls of this ruggedly beautiful 
island. High on the hillside, above the cobalt-blue bay, 
you’ll find the sacred chapel, where an exiled John of Pat-
mos is said to have entered the Cave of the Apocalypse 
and prophesied of the end of the world’s fire and brim-
stone – a striking juxtaposition with the peaceful serenity 
of the calm location. Higher up you’ll find the 11th-cen-
tury Monastery of St. John, which offers spectacular 

views of the island’s mounds curving around like a scor-
pion’s tail. It stands watching over the island like a forti-
fied crown. Sun-wrinkled, black-robed, monks climb the 
streets up to this World Heritage site, where bells peel 
out melodically. Inside, vaulted chambers and stunning 
frescoes tell stories amid the striking religious iconogra-
phy. Chora’s incredible narrow streets - moulded white - 
are an enchanting place to lose your bearings, spreading 
below the monastery. Elsewhere, blissful beaches 
stretch out across the coastline, or this remote Greek is-
land’s curves can be admired while bobbing offshore in a 
sailboat. 
 
DAY 7 – MYKONOS, GREECE 
Indulge in idyllic island life, as you take your fill of superb 
foods and wines, and soak in endless views of sweeping 
turquoise seascapes and pretty whitewash buildings. 
Mykonos has managed to retain the enduring, exclusive 
allure that first drew celebrities like Brigitte Bardot to its 
star-studded shores. True to its roots, Mykonos is a rich 
land of culture, tradition and swirling legend, and the is-
land is said to be built on the frozen bodies of giants slain 
by Hercules and to have been the legendary battle-
ground between Zeus and the Titans. Head out onto the 
crystalline waters to seek out serene islands, hit perfect 
beaches, or venture into the labyrinth of Mykonos Town. 
White facades, red roofs and cobalt blue shutters add to 
this lively town’s appeal. Explore narrow streets housing 
studios – where artisans piece together mosaics - and 
plenty of restaurants and bars offer sanctuary. Head to 
Little Venice for a waterfront view of one of the island’s 
famed sunsets, and to enjoy an aperitif of the favorite 
aniseed liqueur, ouzo. Boasting numerous attractive 
sandy coves, a wealth of top-notch restaurants, and rich 
cultural appeal, it’s little wonder that Mykonos is one of 
the most popular Greek Islands.  

 
DAY 8 – ATHENS – DISEMBARK 
Add pre- or post-cruise tours to learn more of this magic 
land. 



 

 
 

Rates are per person, based on Double 
Occupancy and Includes all beverages, 
gratuities to crew, all excursions, port 
charges, enrichment lectures by a highly 
qualified Expeditions Team, spacious 
suites, unlimited free Wifi, and more.  
Pre- and Post-Cruise tours are available 
to suit your interests.  


